!8o	NADIR SHAH
Muhammad Kazim, who had accompanied the Shah from Herat,
states that he was mounted on an elephant and that Rida Quli and his
officers dismounted when they had come within fifty paces of him. Nadir,
he said, then reviewed the prince's bodyguard and was amazed at their
gorgeous uniforms and accoutrements, but he hid his astonishment
and greeted his son kindly. He felt, nevertheless, that there must be
some truth in the reports that he had received of the prince's behaviour
during his absence in India and of his designs on the throne, and, after
summoning his commanders, gave the order for his son's magnificent
corps to be disbanded immediately ; in half an hour Rida Quli, instead
of being at the head of 12,000 men, had no more than thirty or forty
attendants.1
The prince was much upset at the disbandment of his cherished corps.
In the late afternoon Nadir summoned him to his tent, questioned him re-
garding his affairs and strove to console and comfort him, but he then
went on to say :
" I was troubled in mind at hearing of the raising of this army. Since the people-
of Persia are unable to see two royal courts, we have made one, and this govern-
ment, this army and this pomp and magnificence are not for thee. Arrange thy
mode of life ... so that no one can say ill of thee."
Nadir then expressed great annoyance at the killing of Shah Tahmasp..
Afterwards, he said to his commanders and nobles :
reason
My mind has been troubled by my son's killing of Shah Tahmasp and for this.
q I have dismissed him from the government (aydat) of Persia."8
After appointing Nasrullah as Viceroy in place of Rida Quli, he sent the
former, together with Imam Quli and his harem, to Mashhad, but kept
Rida Quli with him on the march to Turkistan,8 as will be related in
Chapter XIX.
Of the lot of the common people and peasantry during this period
there is not a great deal on record, but what there is makes pathetic
reading. In the south the exactions of Taqi Khan occasioned much
misery, and many of the young recruits enrolled or rather impressed
for the 'Oman expedition (see the ensuing chapter) never saw their
homes again. _ As regards the centre and west, there is Otter's interesting
account of his journey from Isfahan to Baghdad via Kangavar and Kirman-
shah^in April and May, 1739. Otter draws a gloomy picture of the
condition of the peasantry; their state had been by no means enviable when
he had travelled to Isfahan with 'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan in 1737, but, when.
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